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IS THERE ANOTHER 1961 EQUIVALENT IN THE OFFERING? CUISINE & WINE ASIA'S
CONTRIBUTING WINE EDITOR CURTIS MARSH PONDERS THE LATEST STAGGERING
AUCTION RESULT AT CHRISTIE'S.



Out of curiosity | looked up the 1990 Paul Jaboulet La Chapelle
on www.winesearcher.com observing that Fine & Rare Wines
(www.frw.co.uk) were offering a case at GBP7917 (S$21,886) before
taxes, approximately a paltry 8 percent of the cost of 1961!
Furthermore, Seckford Wines (www.seckfordwines.co.uk) listed a case
of 6 magnums for GBP7960 (5$22,000), similar money yet we all
know that magnums sell at a significant premium; you could say a
relative bargain. Notwithstanding ‘the horse has already bolted’,
surely there still ample, possibly extraordinary, upside with the 1990
for the astute collector-investor. The way that interest rates are
retreating although the bearish mood of the stock market is a
concern, assuming the demand for such fine and rare wines continues
unabated, as it has over the last five years or so, | would suggest this is a
very good investment.

Moreover, most wine enthusiasts are aware that Paul Jabou-
let was acquired by Swiss financier Jean-Jacques Frey in 2006, and
just like Frey's purchase of Chateau La Lagune, expect exponential
changes in the vineyard and winery, and a quantum leap in quality. The
transitional period is never easy and the Paul Jaboulet wines
(particularly La Chapelle) that are currently on the market are
nowhere near up to speed yet. The Frey's did not make the 2004 La
Chapelle, incidentally a mediocre vintage in the Northern Rhone, and
reading between the lines, they had to reduce the 2005 quantities by half
through a strict barrel selection to produce an admirable wine (see Parker
tasting notes).

The 2006 and 2007 vintages in Northern Rhone are supposedly
meritorious so it will certainly be intriguing to see how these
wines turn out. Personally, | am even more interested in Jaboulet
Northern Rhone whites, having cut my teeth on Jaboulet Chevalier
de Sterimberg as a budding young sommelier, notwithstanding
the new additions La Chapelle Blanc and Petite La Chapelle Blanc.
Furthermore, one cannot help but feel enthusiastic about the
whole extensive Jaboulet range, owning vineyards in most strategic
appellations throughout the Northern and Southern Rhone, whether it
is their icon La Chapelle or dependable Crozes Hermitage Domaine de
Thalabert; my future expectations of this venerable Rhone Valley house
are exceedingly high.

| visited the Paul Jaboulet cellars in early April and tasted through their
entire range, and was treated to bottle of 1990 La Chapelle over lunch!

Part 2 of this story will include my tasting notes and further insight.

Must dash, need to talk to my London wine merchant about securing
magnums of 1990 Jaboulet La Chapelle!

For more information on Paul Jaboulet, visit www.jaboulet.com
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